GEORGE THE THIRD
best mode of restoring order & obedience in the American Colonys;
I thought the modifying the Stamp Act the wisest & most efficacious
manner of proceeding; 1st, because any part remaining sufficiently
ascertain* d the Right of the Mother Country to tax its Colonys
& next that it would shew a desire to redress any just grievances;
but if the unhappy Factions that divide this Country would not
permit this in rny opinion equitable plan to be follow'd I thought
Repealing infinitely more eligible than Enforcing, which could
only tend to widen the breach between this Country and America;
my language to all ever continued pointing out my wish for Modi-
fication ; on Friday 6th February Ld Rockingham said to Me that
now the two partys meant to push for Repeal, or Enforce. I
immediately answered that in that case I was for the former; He
ask'd my permission to say so, which I freely gave.
It was natural that those ofc the King's Friends' who took their
stand with Grenville on the need of enforcing the Stamp Act,
should emphasize the King's desire to retain the Act on the
Statute Book of the Realm, without drawing the distinction
which George had so carefully made; and as a result not only
did his traducers charge him with attempting to double-cross his
Ministers but Rockingham himself completely failed to appreciate
the royal views—and a misunderstanding arose between them.
A strong body of opinion in the country was for repealing the
Stamp Act. So successfully had the colonists organized the boy-
cott of British goods that die manufacturers and shippers in the
Mother Country were quickly made to whine over their depleted
balances; and they lost no time in acquainting the King and his
Ministers of their parlous plight. Commercial interests always
played an important part in Whig policy.; and Rockingham and
his colleagues [with one or two notable exceptions] decided on
repeal. The measure was formally introduced in the Commons
by General Conway on February 2ist, 1766; and a terrible war
oif words ensued in the debates on its passage through the House,
The Government won the day, and by 275 to 167 votes the
obnoxious measure was abrogated.
But at the same time the right of the British Parliament to
control the colonies had been clearly defined in a Declaratory Act:
Parliament had, hath and ought to have, full power and authority
to make laws and statutes of sufficient force to bind the colonies and
people of America.
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